DNA and Your One-Name
Study
by Susan Meates (DNA Advisor, Member 3710)

A

dding a DNA Project to your One-Name Study is an
opportunity to discover information not available in
the paper records. The benefits of DNA testing range
from sorting out several family trees in an area, to determining which family trees are related.

There are locations on the Y-chromosome, called markers,
which are used for genealogy DNA testing. You can then
compare the results of two men who have tested, who share
a surname or variant, and determine the probability of
whether they are related since the adoption of surnames.

There are now over 300 Guild members with DNA Projects,
and the only complaint I’ve ever heard is that they regret
not starting sooner.

Y-DNA testing will not provide all the answers. If DNA testing
shows that two people are related, the results will not tell
you exactly when they were related, or the name of the
common ancestor. A DNA test wouldn’t tell you exactly
where an ancestor lived, though the test results might
provide clues for a geographic area. For this reason, DNA
testing is combined with your family history research to get
further information from the test results.

DNA testing may appear complex, often due to the new terms
you will encounter. DNA testing is no more complicated than
many of the records used in your one-name study research.
As with utilizing new records in your family history research,
there is a learning curve. To assist you, the Guild provides
help and guidance for those members utilizing or interested
in utilizing DNA testing. You don’t need a science background
to have a DNA Project, and you will quickly become
comfortable with the new vocabulary.
Recruiting Participants
One concern often voiced by those considering a DNA Project,
is concern over getting people to test. Usually, as with
anything new, once you ask the first person to participate,
it gets easier from there. Recruiting can also benefit from
donations, such as persons donating to fund the testing for
their tree.
Recruiting participants is an ongoing process, and once
you get a few participants, and those with your registered
surname can see the benefits of testing, you will have
more success. Your participant count builds over time. The
frequency of your surname also has an impact. The more
males there are with the surname, the larger the pool of
potential participants. Therefore, DNA Projects for higher
frequency surnames may add participants at a higher rate.
A DNA Project for a lower frequency surname most likely
will not achieve the same quantity of participants as a DNA
Project for a higher frequency surname. Fewer participants
from a much smaller pool of potential participants may
actually be a higher density rate of testing.
Y-DNA Testing
If you are interested in adding a DNA Project to your one-name
study, the place to start is with Y-DNA. The Y-chromosome
is one of the sex chromosomes. A male has an X and a Y
chromosome, a female has two X chromosomes. For a male,
he receives the X chromosome from his mother and the Y
chromosome from his father. This Y-chromosome is passed
from father to son, typically unchanged. In most cultures,
the surname follows the same path.
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DNA testing for genealogy has a wide variety of applications,
depending on the genealogy research problem or the
information to uncover.
Getting Started with a DNA Project
Guild members are uniquely positioned to benefit from adding a DNA Project to your one-name study. You are already
taking a global view of your surname, and may have constructed family trees. Most likely, you also have contacts
with others with your surname.
Getting started with a DNA Project is easy, and assistance
is available. The Guild has a position, called DNA Advisor,
which provides any assistance needed to members interested
in starting a DNA Project or who have a DNA Project.
For example, if you are interested in starting a project, and
want guidance regarding vendor selection, you will receive
an email covering vendor selection issues, approaches to
vendor selection, references to third party comparison
charts, and references to optional additional reading. This
guidance is current and is customized to your situation.
Once you select a vendor, you simply inform the DNA Advisor,
and the DNA Project is established and set up for you. You
can then modify anything. The setup is designed to save you
time, provides marketing text, and you get back a Getting
Started email with 20 easy steps to do to start on the road to
success, as well as sample items you can use or modify, such
as a recruiting email and letter.
Guidance from the DNA Advisor
The DNA Advisor is available to provide help and guidance. Oneon-one consulting is provided, to address any issue you want
addressed, whether this is advice on closing the sale with a
potential participant, how to interpret results, how to increase
your participants, or help with getting a vendor problem solved.
These are just a few examples of the guidance available.
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Chart of Results for a Genetic Group that Share a Surname
The chart above represents 8 persons who have tested at 37 markers, share a surname, and are a close match, so they
are in the same genetic group. The first column is the Tree label. Seven trees have tested, and of these, one tree, tree
10, tested 2 distant males, to validate the result for the tree. The column labeled Tree Progenitor is a summary of their
direct male line, indicating the earliest PROVEN ancestor who is supported by a document. Having this summary next to
the results is often helpful when analyzing results or analyzing a genetic group. The format for this field is year, followed
by the geography, going from larger unit to smaller unit. Since this example is the USA, you have country, followed by state
and county. For a UK participant, an example Tree Progenitor summary is: 1745 ENG STS Leek, using Chapman codes to save
space. The results highlighted in yellow are mutations.
If you are interested in a DNA Project and one or more of
your registered surnames are in a DNA Project, it is recommended that you consult with the DNA Advisor as to your
choice of options for the situation.

Editor’s Comment:

The DNA Advisor is also responsible for turning on the Guild
logo at Family Tree DNA, if your DNA Project meets the
established criteria.
To get help from the DNA Advisor or to request the Guild
logo, write to DNA@one-name.org. This service is restricted
to Guild members. 				
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If you have any specific topics you would like her to
include contact her at DNA@one-name.org.

Susan has kindly agreed to provide a regular article on
DNA, initially aimed at those who are getting started
with a DNA Study.

Denise Yvonne Rason
We were all very sad to learn of the death of Denise on the 10th February 2012 at the
Princess Royal Hospital, Farnborough, Kent. She had suffered from MS for many years
and had gone into hospital for an operation. She leaves behind her husband Paul; they
had been married for 46 years; and their three children Stuart, Keir and Fie.
Denise had been a member of North West Kent Family History Society since 1983 becoming
the Secretary in 1992 retiring from this role in 1996. One aspect of Denise’s participation
in the Society was her support and help to members always encouraging them in their
family history research. In 2011 she was awarded an Honorary Membership of the Society
as acknowledgement of her support and hard work towards the aims of the Society.
Denise was also a member of the Guild of One Name Studies (Member 1141) which
she had joined in 1988 researching the FISHENDEN family. Here Denise was an active
contributor of the Guild forum always willing to share advice and her knowledge.
This ability to help people she used when she approached the NWKFHS Committee with
a proposal to have a mailing list on Rootsweb that would be for the members. This embodied her ideals of members being
able to exchange ideas and information to help each other. Over the following decade, despite her ill health, she nurtured
and grew the list. Even when the list was being administered by someone else she was still there in the background offering
advice and support, right until the time she went into hospital she was exchanging e-mails about the list.
Denise was rightly very proud of the NWKFHS list and the Guild’s Forum and how members used them. She found it an
ideal way to communicate with the members and continue to be involved with other family historians. Her husband
Paul has said how she really enjoyed her roles with the NWKFHS, and like all good family historians, keen to go
that bit further to establish a ‘true’ family history line and not just accept the obvious ‘that must be my ancestor’.
  
We shall miss Denise being there and always ready to give advice and help. 		

David Cufley (Member 496)
President of North West Kent Family History Society
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