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Participant Number One
Getting your first participant is exciting. If you are male with 
the surname of your one-name study, you have a head start, 
since the first participant is yourself. 

Having the participant experience is important, so you will 
be able to communicate to your potential participants about 
the experience and answer their questions. If you are male 
with a different surname from your one-name study, you 
could still test yourself to have the experience, and see what 
discoveries you make. If you are female, and get a male in 
your family tree to test, you could have the test kit sent to 
you, so you can see the contents and read the directions, 
before forwarding it on to your participant.

The downside for the first participant is that the real value 
from DNA testing comes from comparing the DNA test result 
to the DNA result for others with the same surname or 
variants. Therefore, the first DNA result means that you have 
to get others to be tested for the participant to have the full 
benefit from the experience.

Your Family Tree
Ideally, your first step is to validate your family tree. This 
means that you would test two distant direct line males in 
your family tree. You would want the common male ancestor 
between the two participants to be back as far as possible, 
such as a participant from each of two sons of the progeni-
tor of the family tree. By direct line male, both men would 
descend from an unbroken line of males back to the common 
ancestor. If a male with the surname married in the past a 
female with the surname — be sure not to pick up a male 
from her section of the tree. 

These two participants for your tree should be an exact 
match or a close match. If they are not an exact match, 
testing a third male should enable you to determine the an-
cestral result for the common ancestor of the men tested.  
A chart of results in a prior Journal article shows how this is 
done.  [January-March 2011, page 13. www.one-name.org/
journal/pdfs/vol10-9.pdf#page=13]

Testing the first two participants for your one-name study, 
typically for your tree, will give you experience. Each partic-
ipant from this point will be providing more discoveries and 
more experience. As with any new record source, it takes 
time developing the experience before you feel confident.

Genetic Groups
Once you test these two men for your family tree, it is time to 
implement the feature called Genetic Groups. Implementing 
this feature means that you are grouping results that match 
or are a close match. 

Assuming the two distant direct line males for your family 
tree matched or were a close match, you would put them in 
the same Genetic Group.

When you log into the Project Administration system (GAP), 
in column 3 select Sub-Groups. You will assign a name to 
each Genetic Group you create. 

In setting up your Genetic Groups there are two points 
to consider:
1. The display on the DNA Project website results page 

will sort Genetic Groups alphabetically. When new 
results come back from the lab, they go into the Group 
called “Ungrouped”. Therefore, you probably don’t 
want to name any Genetic Groups that would appear 
alphabetically after Ungrouped, since that would 
confuse your participants and visitors to your website.

2. The number of Genetic Groups you are expecting for 
your surname. The higher the frequency of the surname, 
typically the more Genetic Groups. A review of surname 
distribution maps may give you a rough idea of the 
expected number of Genetic Groups.

An easy approach to Genetic Groups that enables you to 
control the order of the display of the groups is to call the 
Genetic Groups as follows:

Genetic Group 01  x-------optional short title---------x

So the display of the Genetic Group header will either be:

Genetic Group 01
or
Genetic Group 01  x-------optional short title---------x

The leading zero is required to get the Genetic Groups to 
appear on your DNA Project results page in sequential order. 
If you expect more than 99 Genetic Groups, then zero fill 
with two zeros, such as 001. This will save you a lot of work 
later in adding the leading zero.

You can start now with the short name of just Genetic Group and 
a number, and later modify the name to add some description. 
There is a feature where you can enter a description of the 
group, but this does NOT display at the current time. Since each 
Genetic Group will eventually contain, in most cases, multiple 
trees that match, the “short title”, if you use this feature, 
should be about the Genetic Group, and not a tree.

Eventually you can expect to have several trees that 
match in a Genetic Group. Each Genetic Group will be 
different. Some genetic trees ramified substantially, and 
others did not. 
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You may also wish to consider creating a Genetic Group to assist 
you in addressing a problem where a tree doesn’t validate. On 
occasion, as you begin to test trees in your one-name study, you 
may find situations where the two persons tested for a family 
tree do not match. This will require investigation, starting first 
with a thorough document review, to determine if there are 
any errors in the genealogy research. You may want to create a 
Genetic Group called “Problem: Validation”, and put both DNA 
results there, if neither has a match with another tree. If one 
has a match with another tree, you have identified the potential 
problem result, the one without a match, and he would go in 
Problem: Validation.

The higher the frequency of the one-name study surname, 
the higher the probability that two trees were accidentally 
connected in the genealogy research. In this case, both DNA 
results may be valid for the surname, and the situation is 
simply a mistaken connection. As more trees are tested, 
both DNA results should get matches, if this is the situation.

Eventually you will have documented trees that match 
each other. In some cases you can find the documented 
connection. In many cases, the connection is between the 
adoption of surnames and the start of the documented tree, 

a period of sparse and inconsistent records, so a documented 
connection will probably never be found.

When different documented trees match, they are from the 
same genetic tree. Sharing the same surname or variant 
establishes the time period for the relationship since the 
adoption of surnames.

Each surname is different, so no one can predict what 
discoveries you will make with your DNA project.  Each 
participant is an opportunity to make another discovery 
or confirm theories. Promoting the discoveries and the 
opportunity for each participant to make discoveries about 
their family tree, their surname, and their distant origin is 
an effective sales strategy.

Want to Get Started?
When you are ready to add DNA to your one-name study, 
the DNA Advisor is here to help, including setting up your 
project with proven marketing material. Simply write to: 
DNA@one-name.org. You will receive a completely setup 
project, that you can modify, along with an easy to follow 
20 step Getting Started email and a sample recruiting 
email and letter.                            n

An ONS Meetup — Ten Years 
in the Making

by Karen Bailey (Webmaster, Member 4783)

Being Webmaster for the Guild as 
well as being on the Committee 
and the Marketing subcommittee, 

plus holding down a full-time job, having 
a social life and that pesky ‘real life’, 
means that I don’t get to spend a huge 
amount of time on my own one-name 
study, the Westpfels. (Regular Journal 
readers may remember I wrote an article 
in 2011 asking for ideas to be able to 
stop thinking about my ONS, and Teresa 
suggested volunteering to help run the 
Guild — I’m now very much involved!) 

One of the first pieces of my ONS jigsaw 
to fall into place was contact from a 
distant cousin, Bill, in Canada. He was 
responding to a posting on an internet 
genealogy forum I’d made about one of 
my relatives, who turned out to be his 
grandfather, also called Bill, who had 
moved to Canada in the early part of the 
twentieth century after anglicising his 
Germanic name Westpfel into Westfield. 

Contact continued, we became friends, 
and through various methods we stayed 
in touch, hoping one day that we’d get 

a chance to meet up. Well, that day 
finally came in August 2013, when Bill 
came to stay in the UK. We met in a 
pub in the Midlands to have a coffee 
(admittedly fairly terrible by Canadian 
standards!)  — and here’s the proof! 

It was a very nice evening, and just 
goes to show — keep persisting at 
your one-name study, because the 
people you meet along the way make 
it all worthwhile.                                       n


